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Church Notices  
 

2nd Sunday in Advent Year  C  - 9th December   
John the Baptist Preaching, 
Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, 1732-1733  

8.00am Mass  
10.00am Parish Mass 
Hymns CHE-  Mass setting: Dom Gregory Murray  
First Reading  Baruch 5:1-9 
Psalm   Psalm 126:1-6 
Second Reading  Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 
Gospel   Luke 3:1-6  
Mass intention: Our Church and Parish.  Pray for 
the Years Mind of Henry Trott, Harold Morgan and 
Frank Oliver. 
 
 

Monday 10th December Pray for those living in 
Greenstead Road and Grosvenor Place. Pray for the recently departed and the 
Years mind of Marney Turner, Harold Crowther &  Richard Allen (priest). 
 

Tuesday 11th December St Damasus 
7.45am The Divine Office  

   6pm Evening Prayer.  Pray for HM Service Chaplains and those living in    
Guildford Road. For the recently departed and the Years Mind of  Elijah Hatcher. 

 

Wednesday 12th December  Our Lady of Guadalupe  
7.45am The Divine Office 
11am Mass at Colonia Court Care Home 
2pm Worship Committee at St James Cof E School  
2.45pm School Assembly at St. James CofE School    
6pm Divine Office 
7.00pm Mass Intention: Colonia Court. Pray for those living in Gunn Lane  
Pray for the recently departed and Years Mind of Harriet Frost & Ernest Denny.  
 

Thursday 13th December  St Lucy  
7.45am The Divine Office  
10am St James CofE Foundation Year Nativity Play 
12.30pm Mass   
6.00pm Evening Prayer  
7.30pm Carol Singing rehearsal with Clare Moles (leading) at Pat French’s 

home 60A East Hill.    Mass Intention: Colchester Garrison.  Pray for our 
Parish Schools and those that live in Harold Collins Place. Pray for the re-
cently departed and the Years Mind of  Henry Sager, Don Perry & David 
Lee.  
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Friday 14th December  St John of the Cross  
9am School Mass  
12- Midday – Rosary Prayers 
6.00pm Evening Prayer.  Pray for  Will Quince MP. Pray for those living in 
Harwich Grove, Harwich Road.  Pray for the recently departed and the Years 
Mind of  Dorothy Emily Wooton. 
 

Saturday 15th December   
9.00am The Divine Office  
10am-11am Holy Hour.  Pray for the Funeral Directors and those  living in 

Havering Close, High Street,  Hunting Gate, Ipswich Road. Pray  for the 
recently departed and for the Years Mind of  Frank Bowcock & Thelma 
Banks.  

Pray for the ill/elderly/housebound/bereaved: Betty Frost, Edith Neale, 
Holly McFarlane, John Allen, Hayden Keeling, Brian Appleby and Madeline 
Bates.  
Pray for the recently departed: Susan Willis and Jeanette Snaith   
 

Thanksgiving to God  

 ‘Tree of Light’  sponsorship and offerings. 

 Gift Day’ Offerings 

 New Hymn Books ‘Gift Day’ offering. 

  Langenhoe Primary School Educational visit to our church ( 

 St James CofE School Choir visit to Aldwerwood Care Home 

 Mass at St. James CofE School  

 Pastoral visits to the ill and housbound.  

 St James’ singers rehearsal for Carol Singing at Greyfriars 

 Advent Tree of Light Carol Service last Sunday  

 Bishop of Richborough’s visit to our Church last Sunday  

 Soup Run 

 Social event held at Pat French’s home. 

 Social Committee help last weekend. 

 

Notes and dates for the diary      
Christmas Carols singing rehearsal Thursday 13th & 20th Dec. at 7.30pm at Pat 

French’s home, 60A East Hill.  Any queries, please ring Pat on 01206 862118.  
A provisional date (19th December 12.45pm) is booked in the diary for the Funeral 

of Mrs Jeanette Snaith at St. James the Great followed by Burial at Colchester     
Cemetery. (TBC)  

 

Rosary Prayers midday Fridays and Holy Hour 10:00 –11:00am Saturdays. A 
powerful time of prayer, they say, one that can change your life, strengthen the family, 
bring peace to the world, convert entire nations, and win the  salvation of souls. Do 
join us.  
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An Advent Prose 
Pour down, O heavens, from above, 
and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
 

Turn your fierce anger from us, O Lord, 
and remember not our sins for ever. 
Your holy cities have become a desert, 
Zion a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation; 
our holy and beautiful house, 
where our ancestors praised you. 
Pour down, O heavens, from above, 
and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
 

We have sinned and become like one who is unclean; 
we have all withered like a leaf, 
and our iniquities like the wind have swept us away. 
You have hidden your face from us, 
and abandoned us to our iniquities. 
Pour down, O heavens, from above, 
and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
 

You are my witnesses, says the Lord, 
and my servant whom I have chosen, 
that you may know me and believe me. 
I myself am the Lord, and none but I can deliver; 
what my hand holds, none can snatch away. 
Pour down, O heavens, from above, 
and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
 

Comfort my people, comfort them; 
my salvation shall not be delayed. 
I have swept your offences away like a cloud; 
fear not, for I will save you. 
I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
your redeemer. 
Pour down, O heavens, from above, 
and let the skies rain down righteousness 
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Advent Season 
Advent is a season of expectation and preparation, as the Church prepares to cele-
brate the coming (adventus) of Christ in his incarnation, and also looks ahead to his 
final advent as judge at the end of time. The readings and liturgies not only direct 
us towards Christ’s birth, they also challenge the modern reluctance to confront the 
theme of divine judgement: 

Every eye shall now behold him 
robed in dreadful majesty. 

(Charles Wesley) 
The Four Last Things – Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell – have been 

traditional themes for Advent meditation. The characteristic note of Advent is 
therefore expectation, rather than penitence, although the character of the season is 
easily coloured by an analogy with Lent. The anticipation of Christmas under com-
mercial pressure has also made it harder to sustain the appropriate sense of alert 
watchfulness, but the fundamental Advent prayer remains ‘Maranatha’ – ‘Our Lord, 
come’ (1 Corinthians 16.22). Church decorations are simple and spare, and purple is 
the traditional liturgical colour.Advent season falls at the darkest time of the year, 
and the natural symbols of darkness and light are powerfully at work throughout 
Advent and Christmas. The lighting of candles on an Advent wreath was imported 
into Britain from northern Europe in the nineteenth century, and is now a common 
practice. The Moravian custom of the Christingle has similarly enjoyed great suc-
cess in Britain since the latter part of the twentieth century, with the encourage-
ment of the Children’s Society; Christingle services may take place before or after 
Christmas. The Third Sunday of Advent was observed in medieval times as a splash 
of colour in the restrained atmosphere of Advent (Gaudeteor ‘Rose Sunday’), and 
the last days of Advent were marked by the sequence of Great ‘O’ Antiphons, 
which continue to inspire modern Advent hymns and meditations. 

Christingle Carol Service and Blessing of Christmas Crib  

Do please take a  Children’s Society Christingle collection box. Fill it up in time for the 
Carol service and come to our great Christingle Carol Service Christmas eve. Invite 
friends, family, neighbours and work colleagues to come and join us.   For 50 years 
funds raised from Christingle collections have helped Children Society work with more 

than a million children and young   people, but a million more are living with serious 
problems in their lives today. For a young person who has never experienced the joy of 
Christmas our Christingle event and  donations can make a real difference and give 
them someone to turn to.  For more information visit: www.childrenssociety.org.uk 

Carol singing event in the parish.  

Do please see Clare if you are interested in supporting this event to held at 
Greyfriars Hotel Sunday 23rd December 4pm– 6pm. Rehearsal take place 
Thursday 13th and 20th December at 60A East Hill.   
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